
WCYR Follow Up Bible Study 
 

This Bible Study was written as a follow up to the Wisconsin Catholic Youth Rally. The study on 

the back of this sheet is designed to be an hour long, small group discussion, bookended with 

prayer. Following prayer, the study begins with a launching question designed to help break the 

ice, followed by an Ignatian-style examination and contemplation of the passage.  

 

Tips for preparing:  

 Pray, pray, pray! Pray for your teens. Pray that the Holy Spirit would bless your time together, 

help you facilitate the discussion, and allow your teens to see Jesus as the hero of this story.  

 

 Set the environment: Meet in a warm, inviting space, either in a home or a space that allows 

the teens to relax and open up.  

 

 WCYR Follow Up: If this is the first time you’re meeting with your teens since the Wisconsin 

Catholic Youth Rally, consider using one or more of these questions as an ice-breaker. 

o What did you think of WCYR? Where did you see God that day?  

o What was the most impactful part (confession, a talk, Adoration, etc.)? 

 

 There are 10 discussion questions included, probably more than you will have time for. We 

recommend that you read through and pray with the scripture study in advance. Then go 

through the questions yourself and pick the ones which you think will resonate most with 

your teens. 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you for being a part of the 2017 Wisconsin Catholic Youth Rally and 

we hope you enjoy breaking open this incredible story with your teens! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Encountering Christ on the Water: Matthew 14:22-33 
 

Encountering Christ in Prayer 
Opening Prayer: Before beginning prayer, go around and have each person share one 
blessing they received this week. Then include a prayer of thanksgiving in the opening prayer.  

 

Launching Question: What is the most terrifying situation you’ve ever been in? Imagine 
you’re talking to someone who has never experienced fear, try to describe that feeling. 

 

Encounter Christ in Scripture 
Read: Matthew 14:22-33 

 Choose one person to read the passage aloud with everyone following along. 

 Choose a 2nd person to read the passage again, this time have everyone close their eyes 
and listen. Instruct everyone to think of one word/phrase that stands out as they listen. 

 

Discuss 
1) Which word/phrase stuck out to you from the reading? Why? 

2) Looking back at the reading, why are the Apostles on the boat?  

3) Describe the scene before the Apostles see Jesus (time/weather/etc.). 
Note: (v.24-25) We’re told that the boat is many furlongs (1/8 mile) away from shore, that the wind 

and waves are beating the boat and that this occurs during the 4th watch of the night, which is 3-6am.  

4) Imagine you’re Peter and you’re in the boat: the waves are crashing around you, you are 

terrified, and then you see Jesus. Why do you think Peter asked Jesus to call him onto 

the water? Would you? 

5) What impact do you think this experience had on Peter’s life? 

6) Imagine you’re John, or Matthew, watching all of this happen from the boat. How would 

you react to Peter stepping out of the boat? Walking on water? Sinking?  

Follow up Q: How would this event change the way you see Jesus? 

7) Now imagine you’re Jesus and walk through the story through His perspective. Why do 

you think Jesus: 

 Sent the Apostles ahead, when he knew the waves would be against them? 

 Decided to walk to them on the water? 

 Agreed to call Peter out of the boat, knowing he’d start to sink after a few steps. 

8) What do you think Matthew includes this story in the Gospel? What can this teach us 

about our own faith? What does it teach us about Jesus?  
 

Encountering Christ this Week 
As a group, discuss one tangible thing you can each do this week to live this out. Perhaps it’s a 
way you can keep your gaze on Jesus, or a way you can step out in faith. 

 

Encountering Christ in Prayer 
Closing Prayer: Choose someone to lead the closing prayer, giving a time for petitions, and 
ending with a prayer everyone knows, such as the Our Father. 

 


